                    Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #37

     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Pastor Kris Heckard; Bonnie Lidle, (had Surgery); Raymond Enders & Family; Baby Caleb Welcomer, (Gary/Carol Miller’s Great-grandson); Lynda Comfort Homet, (Susan Snyder’s close friend, upcoming surgery); Dave Novinger; Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn & Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                           [image: image1.jpg]You cannot serve both
God and monc





                               September 18, 2022
     Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Liturgist, Sharon Fetterhoff
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 18, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Dave Novinger                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Come, all who are faithful, and let us worship the Lord God Almighty!
P:  But the world around us has turned away from God’s mercy and grace.
L:  Then we must give witness together of God’s truth and righteousness.
P:  Yet the world mocks and ridicules us, trying to silence our voices.
L:   Then proclaim all the louder the certainty of God’s victory to come.
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 

*Hymn -   “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”              Page 21 
*Invocation  (In Unison)                                  Liturgist                                      
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
      Psalm: Psalm 113:1-9  (Responsively)  (See Insert) Liturgist
      New Testament:  1Timothy 6:6-19       (See Insert)  Sharon Fetterhoff           
Hymn -  “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”               Page 380       
Sermon Scripture *Gospel:  Luke 16:1-13  (See Insert) Marie Herb
Message:     “Serving Money or Serving God”      Susan Faust
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)      Susan Faust  
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “O, Jesus I Have Promised”        Page 369
*Benediction                                                    Liturgist     
Go forth now as God’s servants.  Remember God’s presence often and draw strength from the knowledge that the One who calls and sends also sustains.  Amen.

 L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”    Liturgist        
P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               
L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 18th the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
Pastor Kris is still in not feeling well so she will not lead the service on Sunday. Susan Faust will read Pastor Kris’s message. Sharon Fetterhoff will be the Liturgist.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                               CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Sept. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Sept. 21 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
Sept. 25 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Wednesday Sept. 21 at 7:00PM.

LAY READERS: Sept. 18 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Ed Dobbin;  Sept. 25 - Rachael Bryson, Gerry Wiest Oct. 2 - Leon Shaffer, Doris Hand. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Sept. 18 - Sharon Fetterhoff Sept. 25 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Oct. 2 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission Offering to go to Community meals if you wish.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Sept. 11 was 36. 
Face book views for Sept. 11 as of Sept. 14 were 44.
Face Book views for Aug. 28 as of Sept. 14 were 36.

1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 113:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord!
Yes, give praise, O servants of the Lord.
    Praise the name of the Lord!
2 Blessed be the name of the Lord now and forever.
3 Everywhere—from east to west—
    praise the name of the Lord.
4 For the Lord is high above the nations;
    his glory is higher than the heavens.
5 Who can be compared with the Lord our God,
    who is enthroned on high?
6 He stoops to look down on heaven and on earth.
7 He lifts the poor from the dust
    and the needy from the garbage dump.
8 He sets them among princes, even the princes of his own people!
9 He gives the childless woman a family,
    making her a happy mother. Praise the Lord
2ND Reading - New Testament - 1 Timothy 6:6-19   (NLT)
6 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 7 After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. 8 So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content.9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 11 But you, Timothy, are a man of God; so run from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 
12 Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life to which God has called you, which you have declared so well before many witnesses. 13 And I charge you before God, who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you obey this command without wavering. Then no one can find fault with you from now until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 15 For, At just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 16 He alone can never die, and 
2ND Reading - N. Testament - 1 Timothy 6:6-19 (NLT) (Continued)
he lives in light so brilliant that no human can approach him. No human eye has ever seen him, nor ever will. All honor and power to him forever! Amen. 17 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 18 Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. 19 By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 16:1-31 (NLT)
16 Jesus told this story to his disciples: “There was a certain rich man who had a manager handling his affairs. One day a report came that the manager was wasting his employer’s money. 2 So the employer called him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about you? Get your report in order, because you are going to be fired.’ 3 “The manager thought to himself, ‘Now what? My boss has fired me. I don’t have the strength to dig ditches, and I’m too proud to beg.

4 Ah, I know how to ensure that I’ll have plenty of friends who will give me a home when I am fired.’ 5 “So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come and discuss the situation. He asked the first one, ‘How much do you owe him?’ 6 The man 
replied, ‘I owe him 800 gallons of olive oil.’ So the manager told him, ‘Take the bill and quickly change it to 400 gallons.’ 7 “‘And how much do you owe my employer?’ he asked the next man. ‘I owe him 1,000 bushels of wheat,’ was the reply. ‘Here,’ the manager said, ‘take the bill and change it to 800 bushels.’ 8 “The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around them than are the children of the light. 9 Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal home. 10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. 11 And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? 12 And if you are not faithful with other people’s things, why should you be 
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 15:1-13 (NLT) (Cont.)
trusted with things of your own? 13 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st Hymn: “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”(Pg. 21 Red Hymnal)
Aaron Williams | James Montgomery   Public Domain
CCLI Song # 7106088  CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Stand up and bless the Lord
Ye people of His choice
Stand up and bless the Lord your God
With heart and soul and voice
Verse 2   Though high above all praise
Above all blessing high
Who would not fear His holy name
And laud and magnify
Verse 3   O for the living flame
From His own altar brought
To touch our lips our minds inspire
And wing to heaven our thought
Verse 4   God is our strength and song
And His salvation ours
Then be His love in Christ proclaimed
With all our ransomed powers
Verse 5   Stand up and bless the Lord
The Lord your God adore
Stand up and bless His glorious name
Henceforth for evermore
Link for “Stand Up and Bless the Lord” (Pg. 21)

      https://youtu.be/KpWUPtEdfjA 
History of Hymn “O Jesus I have promised”  (Pg. 369)

   One of the great Victorian hymns, it was so popular in its day that reportedly the Church of England’s bishops got sick of it and begged the clergy to stop using it.

     O Jesus I Have Promised was written by John Ernest Bode (1816-1874), born in London and educated at both Eton and Charterhouse, then Christ Church, Oxford, where he was the first winner of the Hertford Scholarship in 1835. He was ordained in 1841, and in 1847 became rector of Westwell, Oxfordshire. A high point in his life was an invitation to deliver the celebrated Bampton Lectures at Oxford in 1855. In 1860 Bode moved to the parish of Castle Camps in Cambridgeshire. It was here that he wrote O Jesus I Have Promised for the confirmation service in 1866 of his two sons and daughter. The hymn was originally called O Jesus, We Have Promised and Bode told his children that the hymn included ‘all the important truths I want you to remember’. It was published two years later as a leaflet by SPCK (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) entitled Hymn for the Newly Confirmed and later appeared in the second edition of the popular Hymns Ancient and Modern (1875). 

    More than 50 years after its publication, composer and clergyman Percy Dearmer (co-editor with Ralph Vaughan Williams of the 1906 English Hymnal  said that O Jesus I Have Promised was over-used. In his Songs of Praise Discussed (1933) wrote: ‘Bishops have been known to implore their clergy that this hymn should not be sung at all the Confirmations they attend.’

     The tune which was first known for this hymn is called Day of Rest, written by James William Elliott (1833-1915), who was a collector of nursery rhymes, writing some of the tunes that we know today (or at least we used to know). He learned his musical skills as a chorister at Leamington parish church, and later assisted Sir Arthur Sullivan with editing Church Hymns (1874). Another good tune is Thornbury by Basil Harwood (1859-1949). One tune that may be more popular in America is called Angel’s Story and it was written by Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929). For 53 years he was the organist at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, where he founded the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in 1918.
2nd Hymn:  “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”(Pg. 380 Red Hymnal)
Words & Music:  Traditional Folk Song Public Domain    CLOSER WALK
CCLI Song # 28263   CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  I am weak but Thou art strong
Jesus keep me from all wrong
I'll be satisfied as long
As I walk let me walk close to Thee            Chorus
Chorus   Just a closer walk with thee
Grant it Jesus is my plea
Daily walking close to Thee
Let it be dear Lord let it be
Verse 2   Through this world of toil and snares
If I falter Lord who cares
Who with me my burden shares
None but Thee dear Lord none but Thee     Chorus
Verse 3   When my feeble life is o'er
Time for me will be no more
Guide me gently safely o'er
To Thy kingdom shore to Thy shore           Chorus
Links for Hymn: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”(Pg. 380):
https://youtu.be/58WdjJuWMsY  

      CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!         

Hello Crafters! We are looking for vendors for our Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday December 3, 2022 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM!

  If you are interested in having a table (or more), please respond using the form found on Valleys Face book Page.

     Once you fill out the form, a contract will be mailed or emailed to you that you will need to sign and send back to Valleys, along with your deposit by November 21, 2022.

    This event will be held indoors and spaces are limited, however we do currently have 10+ spaces available. If you have any questions, feel free to message the church’s Face book page or email  campbellsgoats@gmail.com 
3rd Hymn: “O Jesus I Have Promised” (Pg 369 Red hymnal)   
(ANGEL’S STORY)  Public Domain
Arthur Henry Mann | John Ernest Bode

CCLI Song # 40454   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O Jesus I have promised
To serve Thee to the end
Be Thou forever near me
My Master and my friend
I shall not fear the battle
If Thou art by my side
Nor wander from the pathway
If Thou wilt be my Guide
Verse 2   O let me feel Thee near me
The world is ever near
I see the sights that dazzle
The tempting sounds I hear
My foes are ever near me
Around me and within
But Jesus draw Thou nearer
And shield my soul from sin
Verse 3   O Jesus Thou hast promised
To all who follow Thee
That where Thou art in glory
There shall Thy servant be
And Jesus I have promised
To serve Thee to the end
O give me grace to follow
My Master and my friend
Hymn Links: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (Angel’s Story): (Pg. 369)

https://youtu.be/gTiLnvVOb6A  

 https://youtu.be/rC-2Ss9tg7I?t=6 
https://youtu.be/zMd8p-ffLYM?t=2
History of Hymn “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”   (Pg. 21)

    James Montgomery (1771-1854) was a Moravian orphan who grew up to be a prominent British journalist. He composed over 400 hymns, some of which were included in his collection, Songs of Zion: Being Imitations of Psalms. Among the most popular of his hymns are “Angels from the Realms of Glory,” “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” and “Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire.” On March 15, 1824,    

    Montgomery introduced a hymn written for the Red Hill Wesleyan Sunday School Anniversary in his town of Sheffield, England. It began, “Stand up and bless the Lord, ye children of His choice.” When the hymn was published the next year, Montgomery changed the word “children” to “people.” He based the text on Nehemiah 9:5: “Stand up and bless the Lord your God from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise” (NRSV).

     As a newspaper editor in Sheffield, England, James Montgomery was known as an outspoken advocate for many humanitarian causes. He wrote against slavery and promoted democracy in government and the end of the exploitation of child chimney sweeps. His ideas for social reform were considered so radical that he was imprisoned twice for his editorials. The first time was in 1795 for printing a poem celebrating the fall of the Bastille; the second, in 1796, was for criticizing a magistrate for forcibly dispersing a political protest in Sheffield. His later account of this episode was published in 1840. Turning the experience to some profit, in 1797 he published a pamphlet of poems written during his captivity, as Prison Amusements. Other causes he championed included hymn singing in the Anglican church services, foreign missions, and the British Bible Society.

      The hymn “Stand Up and Bless the Lord,” having been written originally for children, uses simple and clear language to proclaim the glory of God and the call for God’s people to praise and “stand up” and proclaim their faith. The writer Alfred H. Miles wrote that “His Christian songs are vigorous in thought and feeling, simple and direct in action, broad in Christian charity, and lofty in spiritual aspiration.” No doubt this is part of the reason the hymn has been popular for so long. The text has been set to several different tunes, including ST. THOMAS, CARLISLE, and ST. MICHAEL.

History of Hymn: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”   (Pg. 380)

     The origins of the gospel song “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” are unknown. Horace Boyer cites a story stating:; “On a train trip from Kansas City to Chicago, composer Kenneth Morris exited the train on one of its stops to get some fresh air and heard one of the station porters singing a song. He paid little attention at first, but after he re-boarded the train the song remained with him and became so prominent in his mind that at the next stop, he left the train, took another train back to the earlier station, and asked the porter to sing the song again. Morris wrote down the words and music and published the song “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” that year, 1940, adding a few lyrics of his own to provide more breadth. 
     Within two years the song became a standard in gospel music, eventually becoming a standard in Jazz, and then moving into the realm of American folk music, known and sung by many.”

      As is the case with many hymns, knowing where a song came from, while interesting and helpful at times, is not as important as the witness of the hymn itself in the lives of those who sing it. Such is the case of this venerable song.

      The first witness may be found in the testimonial nature of the text. The anonymous composer feels “weak” and lives in a world of “wrong.” The only way to be “satisfied” is by invoking Jesus who is “strong” and by walking closely beside him. It is the daily close walk with Christ that leads one to become more Christ-like. As James 4:8 notes, “Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world.” (New Living Translation)

     In the second stanza, the singer seems to be despondent in a “world of toil and snares.” The first rhetorical question posed is, “If I falter, Lord, who cares?” A second question—“Who with me my burden bears?”—receives a welcome response, “None but thee.” The third stanza leads us where many gospel songs take us—to heaven. The one with whom we walk in life will “guide me gently, safely o’er to thy shore.”

     The second witness is the wide range of recording artists who have sung this song. While not exclusively used in the African-American community, it  is  a  song  strongly  identified 
History of Hymn: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”   (Pg. 380)

    (Continued)
with African Americans. The Selah Jubilee Singers, a black gospel quartet, made the first known recording of the song in 1941. They were known as the first gospel group to play in the famed Apollo Theater in New York City.

The title and lyrics of the song allude to the Biblical passage from 2 Corinthians 5:7 which states, "We walk by faith, not by sight" and James 4:8, "Come near to God and he will come near to you."
       The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #37             September 18, 2022         “Serving Money or Serving God”

                                       Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship: 

L: Come, All who are faithful, and let us worship the Lord God Almighty!
P: But the world around us has turned away from God’s mercy and grace.
L: Then we must give witness together of God’s truth and righteousness.
P: Yet the world mocks and ridicules us, trying to silence our voices.
L: Then proclaim all the louder the certainty of God’s victory to come.
ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Almighty God, send the light of your Son into our lives anew today.  Let your presence touch our minds and hearts with your mercy, grace, and truth.  Direct our thoughts, our speech, and our steps to the end that we may walk in your way today and always.   In the name of Christ we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 113:1-9
New Testament: 1Timothy 6:6-19
*Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
Meditation: “Serving Money or Serving God”

A little boy wanted $100 very badly.  He prayed for weeks, but nothing happened.  So, he decided to write a letter to God requesting $100.  When the postal authorities received the letter to "God USA", they decided to send it to the President of the United States.  The President was so amused that he instructed his secretary to send the little boy a $5 bill.  The President thought this would appear to be a lot of money to a little boy.

The little boy was delighted with the $5 bill and sat down to write a thank-you note to God. The postal authorities forwarded this letter on to the President, also.

It read: "Dear God, Thank you very much for sending the money.  However, I noticed that for some reason you sent it through Washington, D.C., and as usual, they kept most of it."

This morning we come to a very unusual parable.  Again it’s about money.  Over the past month we have been following Luke as Jesus tells parables that are concerned with riches, treasures, and wealth.  Of the parables that Jesus told, 19 of them dealt with handling possessions. Baptism is very important but there are sixteen times more verses in the NT on handling money than there are related to baptism. The Lord’s Supper is important but there are thirty two times more statements about financial management than there are about the Lord’s Supper.

Now when Jesus has that much to say about something, one thing’s for sure, we better pay attention. So let’s take a closer look at this passage.

Now the moral of the key understanding to this parable is in verse 8. The manager was cunning, he was shrewd...in fact he was dishonest. When he learned he was about to lose his job he went to his best customers and gave them all huge discounts on what they owed his boss. Now why would he do that? Well after he was fired for mismanagement he could then go to one of those customers who now owed him a favor and hopefully they would offer him a job.  As you know, that is how many people do business. You hear expressions like, “you scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours, or hey I owe you one.  Now Jesus is not suggesting that we adopt these practices, what He is saying here however, is that we can learn from them.

Notice here that Jesus recognized that there are really only two kinds of people.  Some are what He called people of this world and the others are what he called people of the light.  Here’s the difference.  People of this world are those who live as if this world is all there ever will be. They devote their entire lives to material things and getting ahead.  On the other hand, those who are people of the light have a personal relationship with God. We live in this world but we know this world is not an end in itself.   We know that God has prepared a way for us through Jesus Christ into His eternal heavenly Kingdom

However, we Christians can be very gullible and very naive.  We hear stories frequently about Christian friends who have been taken in by some scam.  They have given away their life savings.  They have lost their retirement money because someone deceived them. People can be deceptive, even pastors.   Reminds  me of a story I heard.

A man came to the Covenant Church and asked to see the pastor.  “Pastor,” he said, “My dog died and I would like a Christian burial for him.”  The Pastor said, “I’m sorry to hear about your dog, but we here at the Covenant Church don’t do funerals for dogs.  You might try the Methodist church down the street.”   The man turned sadly and said, “I’m sorry you won’t do my dog’s funeral, but I understand.  I’ll try the Methodist church. But would you tell me how much is appropriate to leave for a memorial for the church?  I was thinking of giving a $10,000 memorial to the church in honor of my dog.   “Wait a minute,” the pastor said. “You didn’t tell me that your dog was Covenant.”

I do know of a man who invested in “Heritage USA” which was part of the PTL Club with Jim and Tammy Baker.  He would go there on vacation and spend time with other Christians from around the country.  When the scandal broke that they over sold property and charged people for something they never got, friends mocked him for supporting the PTL Club.  He was embarrassed by being so gullible and upset that so many people were taken financially.

The Bible tells us to wake up! Be wise.  Ask God for wisdom.  Why - because we live in a world with dishonest people. That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.”  And this was His advice.  “Be as shrewd as snakes and harmless as doves.”  Note the distinction here.  The manager in the parable was as shrewd as a snake but he was as guilty as sin.

Now that, in essence, is the parable to the story, but Jesus is just getting started here.  That’s the Parables.  Let’s look at the principles: Some money lessons Jesus gives to us in verses 9-15.

Now, you might look at this passage at first glance and think that Jesus was only talking about property and not about money, but we know these teachings are about money because of the reaction of the Pharisees.  Look at verses 13b-14.  Some teach that money is evil.  It’s not!  It’s the love of money.  Money is not moral or immoral. It’s neutral. It’s what you do with money that determines its value.  Money can be used to bribe someone or to gain power, or it can be used to build a church, feed the hungry, provide medical care . . . 

As you heard today in I Timothy, “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For love of money, has wandered from faith and pierced themselves with many griefs”(I Timothy 6:9-10).

Isn’t that true?  We all know people who have no time for God because they are busy either making money or spending it.  Some years ago, the Wall Street Journal gave this advice about money: “Money is an article which may be used as a universal passport to everywhere except heaven and as a universal provider of everything except happiness.”

Now look at the principles Jesus gives us.

(1) Your best investment is in people that you bring to Christ.  In this passage, the crooked manager used his discounts to influence his customers so they would receive him in a favorable manner after he lost his job.  As believers, we should use our money to influence people for Christ.

Jesus said in verse 9, “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcome into eternal dwellings.”  Jesus is saying while you have a chance, use your money to influence people so that you are helping to build the kingdom of God, and God can say to us, “Well done my good and faithful servant.”

(2) Your management of God’s money determines if He can trust you with true riches.  He mentions in verses 10-12 two kinds of wealth. First, there is worldly wealth.  That’s the money God gives to each of us.  Remember it all belongs to God.  God gives us this money so we can buy the basic things we need - food, clothing, shelter.  There is also bonus wealth.  These are things we enjoy beyond the basics.  Now, when I speak of a wealthy person, you may think of Bill Gates who is a multi-billionaire, and so you don’t think of yourself as wealthy.  Listen, if you have money in your pocket to buy lunch, if you drove your own car to church today and you have indoor plumbing, then you are wealthier than 80% of the world’s population.

In verse 11 Jesus speaks of another kind of wealth. He calls it “true riches.”  Here’s the way that works.  If you are trustworthy with a little, then God knows you can be trusted with a lot!

We have to ask ourselves, Am I managing God’s money wisely?  Well, how do I know? Answer this: Am I returning 10% of what God gives me?  The Bible teaches 10 percent.  And many of us bulk at that figure and think it is too much.  But, I’m going to go out to lunch in an hour or so and tip the server 15 – 20 percent.   Hasn’t God provided for me more than bringing me two slices of pizza and a coke?   If we aren’t giving to God what God deserves, then why should we think God would trust us with more?   The issue is not tithing.  The issue is trust.

(3) Money is a great servant, but it is a terrible master.

Luke says in verse 13, “No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.”  

Do you remember the comedian Jack Benny?   He was known as a cheapskate who absolutely hated to spend his money.  In one of his comedy routines, he is approached by a robber.  The man points a gun at Jack Benny and says, “Come on, hand it over!   Your money or your life!” Jack rubbed his chin and said, “Hmmm . . . I’m thinking, I’m thinking . . .”   In the same way, God is saying to each of us today . . . ”Serve Me or serve money . . . which will it be?” And we stand there saying, “Hmmmm . . . I’m thinking, I’m thinking . . .”

(4) Money is temporary, but God’s Word is permanent. Here in verses 14 Jesus says, “The Pharisees who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.  He said to them ‘You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts.  What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight. Jesus said one day all of our money will be gone.  And it will!  When we die, all of our worldly riches will be gone.  We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out with us.

There was a very wealthy man who received news that his remaining time on earth was going to be very short.  He worked hard all his life for his money and he wanted to take some of it with him.  He pleaded and begged and argued with God to bring some of it along and God finally broke down and told him he could bring just one suitcase.  He struggled with what he should take . . . diamonds, silver, gold, stocks, or cash.  The day came that he went to heaven and he approached St. Peter at the Pearly Gates with his suitcase in hand.  St. Peter said, Hold it, you can’t bring anything with you.”  The man said, “I have a special agreement with God that I could bring just one suitcase.”  St. Peter said, “I’ll have to check with God.  Wait here.”  St. Peter comes back and says, “You are right you can bring the suitcase with you.”  St. Peter says, “Before you go I am curious about what you brought with you.”  The man opened the suitcase and it was filled with gold bars which glistened in the light of heaven as never before.  St. Peter looked at the bars and looked at the man . . . he looked again at the man and looked at the bars and said, “You brought paving?”

You see what we value on this earth means nothing in heaven.  We can’t take it with us.  But while we are on this earth, God wants us to take what He has given to us on loan and manage it wisely.  He is interested in building his Kingdom with the children whom he loves.  That’s you and me and the many lost souls that are out there today.  The shrewd master had a plan.  What is ours?

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for all your goodness, grace, and patience towards us.  We thank you for the Scriptures and the truth they contain and we thank you for opening our eyes to believe the truth your Word teaches.   We hear the many prophetic voices in Scripture that point us to Jesus Christ - our God and our Savior.    You reach out to us in so many ways and yet there are so many things pulling us away from you.   We confess that we have not loved and served you as we should, and have too often placed our own selfish desires before obedience to your Word.   We admit, Lord, that we have done many things that are not worthy of your name.  Lord, forgive us and keep the eyes of our hearts looking to Jesus for our provisions and protection and prevent us from looking to any other source of security.   May we have an undivided heart that looks to Jesus as the author and perfector of our lives.    Many of us need healing – healing from past hurts, healing Spiritually, healing from sickness and physical pains and we reach out to you to receive this healing.  We pray for those whose minds are closed to the truth and who are trusting in their own righteousness.  Through your Holy Spirit point them and us to the truth.  And now in this time of silence we lift up to you those names that are known and others known only to you . . . Lord God, heal and renew us and make us whole again.  In the name of Jesus who taught us to pray  . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Go forth now as God’s servants.  Remember God’s presence often and draw strength from the knowledge that the One who calls and sends also sustains.  Amen.
